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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

A preliminary and summary account of the results of the excava- 
tions at Eretria in Euboia, carried on during the spring of 1891 by 
the American School of Classical Studies at Athens under my direc- 
tion, was sent for publication to the Committee of the School, at the 
close of the excavations, embodied in my Report to the Committee 
for 1890-1891. The complete and authoritative account of our work 
at Eretria will contain several articles corresponding to the distri- 
bution of the work among the members of the expedition which I 
made at the beginning of excavation, and will probably be terminated 
in the course of the coming year. According to this organization, 
my colleague, Professor Richardson, of Dartmouth College, the Annual 
Director for the past year, undertook the department of epigraphy, 
together with a historical account of Eretria; Mr. Fossum, late of Johns 
Hopkins University, remained at Eretria during the whole period of 
excavation, displaying most intelligent perseverance in his work, and 
had charge of the excavation of the shene of the theatre ; Mr. Brown- 
son, of Yale University, had charge of the cavea of the theatre ; Mr. 
Pickard of Dartmouth College, and Mr. Gilbert, of Brown Univer- 
sity, were in charge of the survey of all the walls of the ancient city 
with a view to produce a topographical map of the district ; Mr. Pick- 

233 



234 CHARLES WALDSTEIN. 

ard also made a careful topographical study of the locality, and, as- 
sisted by Messrs. Brownson and Fossum, did most of the levelling 
of the theatre. I undertook the excavation of graves in the neighbor- 
hood of Eretria, including that which has been called the Tomb 
of Aristotle, in addition to the general supervision of the work. 

Besides the general advisability of delaying the publication of re- 
sults until all the material has been collected and sifted, another cogent 
reason lies in the fact that the work at the theatre is not yet completed, 
and must be continued in the coming season. Even as regards the 
skene, some digging will still have to be done in the region of the 
parodoi and the walls marked P2 and OZ on the plan (plate xi). 

However, the important bearings of the theatre we have excavated 
upon fundamental questions of the Greek stage, and thus upon the 
nature of the performance of ancient Greek plays, are such that our 
work has already been introduced by both contending parties into the 
controversy now in progress. Dr. Dorpfeld (in the Berliner Philo- 
logische Wochenschrift), Messrs. E. A. Gardner and Loring, and Miss 
Sellers (in the Athenceum), have quoted the theatre of Eretria in sup- 
port of their respective views. In a letter to the J[ thenceum (in July last) 
I pointed to the prematureness of any introduction of the theatre of 
Eretria for evidence on either side, and asked that we should be allowed 
to make an accurate publication of the facts we had established, be- 
fore they were made the subject of inference and controversy. But, 
considering the exceptional importance of the skene of Eretria, to- 
gether with the impatience manifested by the scientific world for the 
publication of our work, I have deemed it right to issue at once the 
papers of Professor Richardson and those of Messrs. Fossum and 
Brownson, together with the plan of the theatre so far as excavated. 

In the publication of the ancient remains of the theatre it was my 
intention to avoid, as far as possible, for the present, the drawing of 
conclusions directly implying acceptance of the main views of either 
of the parties which now stand opposed in the hypothetical reconstruc- 
tion of the Greek stage, and to limit our publication to the simple and 
exact statement of the facts we had brought to light. This reticence 
I thought called for, because, though what may be called the " ortho- 
dox " view of the Greek stage has had adequate exposition, the new 
views of Dr. Dorpfeld have not yet been supported by a full and 
systematic account of the numerous data collected by that eminent 
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archaeologist in support of his theories. Pending this publication it 
did not appear to me wise for archaeologists who had not access to all 
the material at the disposal of Dr. Dorpfeld either to accept his views 
unconditionally, or to oppose them. 

Now, in Mr. Fossum's account it will readily be perceived that he 
leans strongly toward the support of Dr. Dorpfeld's views. But, I 
must state that, in the attribution of the very imperfect and confus- 
ing traces of walls and architectural members as they appeared during 
the excavation, as well as in the reconstruction of the theatre, both 
Mr. Fossum and I came to our opinions independently of Dr. Dorp- 
feld's theories. Considering the eager perseverance, however, with 
which Mr. Fossum has worked, as well as the maturity of observation 
and inference which he has acquired by study, I have decided to allow 
his paper, on the whole, to remain as he has written it. The definitive 
publication will have to stand over until the excavation is completed, so 
far as we propose to carry it. Meanwhile, the plan, as here published, 
is quite official. It is also our view that the theatre, as it now appears, 
represents probably three, and certainly two, successive stages in the 
history of the ancient structure. 

Finally, I have much pleasure in adding that we already have, as 
an immediate consequence of the Eretrian excavations, another favor- 
able result of excavation carried on by our School in this year. 
At the instigation of my predecessor, Professor Merriam, the excava- 
tion of the theatre of Sikyon, undertaken by the School during his term 
of office, was resumed, with particular reference to the underground 
passage leading to the centre of the orchestra. Mr. Kabbadias, the 
Ephor-General of Antiquities in Greece, having, with his usual readi- 
ness, granted the required permission, Dr. M. L. Earle, formerly a 
student of our School, and now instructor in Barnard College, New 
York, went to Greece during the summer, and, in spite of the heat and 
difficulty of digging in the hot season, continued the excavations in 
the theatre of Sikyon, with the important results contained in the 
paper which is appended to this report. When, in addition to the 
work at Eretria, we consider Mr. Washington's successful digging at 
Plataia, and add this latest achievement of Mr. Earle, we have every 
reason to call the last a very fruitful year of School work. 

Charles Waldstein. 

August 26, 1891. 
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